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Saracens
rage at
‘shambles’
ofTMOcall

SARACENS chief exec-

utive Ed Griffiths last

night demanded an

urgent review of 

TMO protocols after

describing the circum-

stances surrounding

his side’s Premiership

Final defeat to

Northampton as “a

shambles”.

Sarries believe Alex

Waller’s last gasp extra-time

try that gave Northampton

their 24-20 victory looked

dubious.

And they had further

reason to feel aggrieved

when Owen Farrell’s ‘try’

midway through the second

half was ruled out on the say

of  TMO Graham Hughes,

after initially being awarded

by referee JP Doyle.

Coming moments after

Saints had been awarded a

try by George Pisi, despite

Luther Burrell’s apparent 

forward pass to George North

not being picked up, Sarries

were on the wrong end of a

14-point swing. Griffiths

raged: “Most Premiership

teams would say the TMO

protocols are a shambles.

They almost make it up as

they go along.

“The role of the TMO

needs to be clarified – it’s  like

different referees and differ-

ent TMOs are doing different

things in games.

“The TMO has something

to add in the sport but if you

bring something in that’s

decisive, as it was today, the

roles need to be clarified.”

Defeat  means  Saracens

�
By NEALE

HARVEY

Continued on Page 7>
Match action - starts Page 4>>

Champions: Dylan

Hartley and Tom

Wood lift the

Premiership trophy

for Northampton
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Freddie’s had a nightmare so

Cipriani’s man for All Blacks

FORMER Wales captain Paul

Thorburn has accused Euro-

pean champions Toulon of

damaging rugby’s integrity.

The big-spending French

club claimed their second-

consecutive Heineken Cup

title by beating Saracens at

the Millennium Stadium last

weekend.

There were just three

French players in the starting

line-up, as the expensively

acquired imports such as

Jonny Wilkinson, Matt Giteau,

Juan Smith and Steffon

Armitage did the damage.

Thorburn, a tournament

director of the 1999 World

Cup, believes the manner in

which Toulon and some of

their French rivals recruit

players is having a damaging

effect on the European game

at club and Test level.

He said: “Toulon leave me

cold. It’s a team that have

been largely bought, with

hardly any of their players

developed locally.

Continued on Page 3>

Toulon
leave me

cold says

Thorburn
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