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T
HE BATH THREE disciplinary
hearing has established what
most of us had heard on the
rumour mill in the city long
before it became public. In a
nutshell, that Bath had a disci-
plinary problem with its

players, and the players concerned went

astray by forgetting who and what they

represent.
If there is an action, there is a reaction,

and as a pro rugby player in the public

spotlight you ought to know that a “party”

scene at a club like Bath is not going to

remain private - and the players involved

were very naive not to knock it on the head

after Matt Stevens was banned for cocaine

use.

Overall, the whole mess has been well

handled by the RFU authorities, and no-

one could argue with the ruling because

everyone in the club, and outside it, was

asking the same question of the three play-

ers: Why didn’t you take the test? If you had

nothing to hide, then you had nothing to

lose.
I am glad it is over, and that Bath have set

up a five-man senior player panel, which is

a step in the right direction - although it is a

check-and-balance that should have been

in place already. Drug use is a social prob-

lem that is growing, and a lot of clubs here,

and around the world, will see the Bath

story as a wake-up call. 

T
HE RFU had a good news story to

celebrate with the announcement

that England had won the right to

host the 2015 World Cup. It is brilliant, and

I love the fact that this country is going to

become the focus for world sport with the

Olympics and the Rugby League World

Cup also being staged here.
The 2015 Rugby World Cup will be very

well supported because England’s win in

2003 is still in the public memory, and if

they get the marketing and the ticket

prices right it could be magnificent. 

I do not mind the use of football stadi-

ums at all - to me they are just great

stadiums - and it will also be great to see

pool games held at traditional rugby

grounds like Leicester’s Welford Road and

Gloucester’s Kingsholm.
The French did a good job in 2007, and I

am sure that we can put on an even better

show six years from now. However, Eng-

land must hope to make a better attempt at

until after the 2011 tournament is looking a

bit dodgy. The All Blacks used to be able to

play at a pace that South Africa could not

live with, but their skill level has dropped

to such an extent - with so many loose

passes - that they no longer can.
They also lack key decision makers with

fly-half Dan Carter only just coming back

from injury, and none of their scrum-

halves, Jimmy Cowan, Anton Leonard or

Piri Weepu, stepping up.

M Y COMMENTSabout Northampton,

and their new captain, Dylan Hartley, in

last week’s column have struck a raw

nerve among some Saints supporters - so here’s

my response. I like Northampton as a club, and I have a

deep respect for Keith Barwell. He has built

a fantastic platform, and I love the ground

and admire the Saints support - but the club

cannot find the X-Factor, and because of it

they are no Leicester.The X-Factor might be there in Hartley - I

don’t believe it is, but I am happy to be

proved wrong. However, I meant what I said

about how they have underachieved as a

team. That is true of othe l
week we

winning than the French did. 
Six months is a long time in rugby, let

alone six years, but England should be

able to succeed in 2015 because they have

bigger resources in terms of players and

finance than most of their rivals. England

should reach the semi-finals of every

World Cup that is ever played, and the only

reasons they would fail is a lack of world

class talent - which is how it is now - or bad

selection.
Which brings us to New Zealand, the

hosts of the next World Cup in 2011. The All

Blacks have just experienced a mighty

drop in form, reminiscent of England’s

post-2003 slump, losing three of their last

five Tests. Their last two defeats have been

very painful because a really physical,

forceful South African side took them apart

- and a New Zealand squad which has won

the six of the last seven Tri Nations tourna-

ments, and could always count on having a

large contingent of players who would

walk into any World XV, is looking shaky.

New Zealand and errors do not usually

go together - at least not twice in a row -

but in the two games against South Africa

they did, and the NZ Union’s recent deci-

sion to reappoint Graham Henry as coach

The Bath Three forgot who
and what they represent

“Why didn’tthey take the test?Nothing  to hide, nothing to lose” 

Taking the All Blacks apart: Morne Steyn of South Africa scores a try in New Zealand’s 31-19 defeat last week
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Pre-season friendlies

Cockerill content

after blast from past
MONTPELLIER ........24PTS

Tries: Smith, Boussuge

Conversions: Sarramea

Penalties: Sarramea (4)

LEICESTER .............
.19PTS

Tries: Smith, Cobden, Moody

Conversions: Twelvetrees (2)
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RICHARD Cockerill was

happy with the Tigers’  first
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Deacon then played a key

ole in Tigers’ upturn in form

during the final quarter of the

season before picking up a

knee injury in the Heineken

Cup quarter-final win over

Bath.

He returned to be involved

in the Guinness Premiership

and Heineken Cup finals and

such was his form for Leices-

ter during the run-in that he

was selected in England’s

summer squad.

He started both of Eng-

land’s summer matches in

their drawn two Test series

with Argentina in June and

has since been named in the

England EPS squad by

former Tigers teammate

Johnson.

“Going back to last

season, it was tough,” said

Deacon. ““It was a frustrating

stop, start season but it was a

really good end to the year.

“If you had said to me

before Christmas that I would

be playing for England

before the end of the year I

would never have believed it.

“To play for England in the

summer was great. Now, to

get selected in the EPS squad

is a great start to the season.

Hopefully it continues to go

well.”
Deacon has been on a

summer training camp with

his Tigers teammates for the

last week in Saint Affrique,

France in temperatures that

have regularly been in the

high 30s.

The Guinness Premiership

champions were playing Cas-

tres this weekend in their final

match in the Vaquerin Chal-

lenge, a pre-season

tournament that is also fea-

turing the likes of Sale Sharks,

Albi and Narbonne.

Deacon, 28, captained the

team in the absence of club

skipper Geordan Murphy in

Tigers’ first game of the

summer against Montpellier

on Wednesday night. Tigers

scored three tries in a 24-19

defeat to the French side.

“It has been a tough week

for us and the game against

Montpellier was all about

executing and doing what we

have been practising during

the week,” he said.

“We have done a lot of

hard work, it was a good test

and it was good to be out

there playing again.

“It’s been good, apart from

the heat, but it is all about

working hard under these

conditions."

Tigers begin the defence

of their Guinness Premiership

title with a trip to Sale Sharks

and begin their home cam-

paign against Newcastle

Falcons on Saturday, Septem-

ber 19 when the club will

celebrate the opening of the

new 10,000-seat Caterpillar

Stand.
"We are looking forward to

the new season," Deacon

said. "The new Caterpillar

Stand looks amazing and to

run out in front of 24,000

people at Welford Road will

be awesome."

AN ENGLISH connection has

helped give Jimmy Gopperth

the opportunity to take over

from Jonny Wilkinson, though

Newcastle’s import is ineligi-

ble to follow Riki Flutey into

the full England XV.

Gopperth, having played

for New Zealand’s A team, the

Junior All Blacks,  is adjudged

by the International Rugby

Board to be beyond the cut off

mark for players to declare

themselves for another coun-

try.
He gained a working visa

for the UK thanks to the Eng-

lish-born father of his wife

Sarah. If he had played for the

full All Blacks team he would

have gained a working visa as

an international.

He is also becoming used

to the Wilkinson question.

“I’m asked at every interview.

He’s a great player – what

more can I say. To do a drop

goal off his wrong foot in the

World Cup final was some-

thing else.” 

The only time the pair

crossed paths came on the

2005 Lions tour when the

tourists beat Wellington. 

Gopperth has so far had no

regrets about leaving New

Zealand. He decided that the

queue for the No 10 jersey in

the All Blacks team was

becoming too long behind

Dan Carter, Stephen Donald

and Luke McAlister who

returned home from Sale in

May.
“You have to go with the

moment. Obviously, every

little boy wants to be an All

Black but if I had stayed on in

New Zealand I might never

have got this chance again.

You have to look after No. 1

every now again and I had to

make a decision. It made

sense to come across while

my family is young.

“There are no regrets about

leaving. Everyone back home

was pretty positive about the

decision. At the end of the day

you have to do what’s best for

yourself. 

“I am looking forward to

the next three years – who

knows what will happen after

that. I might really enjoy it and

stay here until I am 35. I am

just going to take each year as

it comes. I’ve no set plans on

what I want to do.

“From what I can see the

skill level in the Newcastle

squad is right up there and I

think we can play a really

entertaining style of rugby. It

will take time to get everyone

to gel but we have a very

good squad.”

Gopperth arrived in Eng-

land on July 1 to be greeted

by the summer’s only heat

wave so far. “It was 26 or 27

degrees and the weather was

like home. It was awesome.

We had two days of brilliant

sun and then the rain came. 

“I’ve been helped by

having fellow New Zealand

players around me in Carl

Hayman and Tane, but also

my new team-mates have

been ever so friendly and

kind.”
The fly-half has so far com-

bined training, surfing on

Tynemouth beach and help-

ing to look after his

one-year-old daughter, Sarah. 

“I’m really waiting for the

winter swells but I would not

go anywhere if there was no

surf. It’s a big part of my life

and there is nothing in my

insurance to stop it. It’s a good

release and a good thing to

do to chill out away from

rugby.”

�
By STEVE

KELLY

Gopperth at home surfing on Tynemouth

acon puts his back

o it again for Tigers
ANDY ROBINSON has named

eight uncapped players in his

first Scotland squad since

being appointed head coach.

The former England boss

will run the rule over a 44-

man party at a three-day

training camp at St Andrews

later this month.

Robinson took seven of the

eight rookies with him as part

of Scotland A’s victorious IRB

Nations Cup squad in

Bucharest in June, shortly

after his appointment.

They were Edinburgh

quartet John Houston, Alan

MacDonald, Jim Thompson

and Kyle Traynor, Glasgow

duo Ruaridh Jackson and

Richie Vernon, and Worcester

centre Alex Grove.

The final uncapped call-up

went to 19-year-old Glasgow

lock Richie Gray, who played

in all 10 of Scotland U-20s’

international matches last

season.

The squad also includes

the four Scots who toured

South Africa with the British

and Irish Lions this summer:

Mike Blair, Ross Ford, Nathan

Hines and Euan Murray.

The one notable absentee

is Stade Francais forward

Simon Taylor, who celebrates

his 30th birthday on the first

day of the camp.

Robinson said of the

player, who has 60 caps: “I

have spoken at length with

Simon and he has requested

not to be involved with Scot-

land at this stage.

“I am agreeing to his

request but the door remains

open.” 

Robinson regards the

camp as integral to setting

the tone ahead for his first

matches in charge, the

November Tests against Fiji,

Australia and Argentina at

Murrayfield. 

SQUAD:

Backs: Mike Blair (Edinburgh), Ben Cairns

(Edinburgh), Chris Cusiter (Glasgow),

Simon Danielli (Ulster), Nick De Luca

(Edinburgh), Thom Evans (Glasgow), Max

Evans (Glasgow), Phil Godman (Edin-

burgh), Alex Grove (Worcester), John

Houston (Edinburgh), Ruaridh Jackson

(Glasgow), Rory Lamont (Toulon), Sean

Lamont (Scarlets), Rory Lawson (Glouces-

ter), Graeme Morrison (Glasgow), Chris

Paterson (Edinburgh), Hugo Southwell

(Stade Francais), Jim Thompson (Edin-

burgh), Nikki Walker (Ospreys), Simon

Webster (Edinburgh).

Forwards: John Barclay (Glasgow), John-

nie Beattie (Glasgow), Kelly Brown

(Glasgow), Geoff Cross (Edinburgh), Alas-

dair Dickinson (Gloucester), Ross Ford

(Edinburgh), Richie Gray (Glasgow), Scott

Gray (Northampton), Dougie Hall (Glas-

gow), Craig Hamilton (Edinburgh), Jim

Hamilton (Edinburgh), Nathan Hines (Lein-

ster), Allister Hogg Edinburgh), Allan

Jacobsen (Edinburgh), Alastair Kellock

(Glasgow), Scott Lawson (Gloucester),

Moray Low (Glasgow ), Alan MacDonald

(Edinburgh), Scott MacLeod (Edinburgh),

Euan Murray (Northampton), Alasdair

Strokosch (Gloucester), Kyle Traynor

(Edinburgh), Richie Vernon (Glasgow),

Jason White (Clermont Auvergne).

Robbo

rings the

changes

for Scots

training
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Wrapped up: Louis Deacon of Leicester is held up by two Bristol defenders
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Nick Cain poses the big question:
Can Jonny truly come
back as good as ever?
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